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AMKNDMKNT TO THF, CT.ATMS 
1. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method that employs a processor at a replier 
for responding to a request for a supplier quotation (RPQ) indicative of terms for delivery of 
goods or services by the supplie r - b y e iuploying a pr ocessor capa bl e of executi ng instructions, the 
method comprising; 

using the processor at the replier to access an index by executing processor instructions, 
wherein the index is stored in a first data store on a remotely located computer 
storage media, the first data store being remote firom the replier, the index having 
one entry for each of a plurality of RFQs, each entry including identification index 
information related to the RFQ with which it is associated, each of the RFQs being 
generated by an RFQ generator that is resident at one of a plurality of requesters and 
each of the RFQs being stored at one of a plurality of data stores remotely located 
fi:om the first data store and wherein the identification indfflL.information for each 
entry in the index is provided to the index by the RFQ generator that generated the 
RFQ and stored the RFQ at one of the plurality of data stores remotely located fi"om 
the finst data store with which the entry is associated; 

using the processor at the replier to identify an RFQ for reply, by £i]tering,.entd,esJn,.the 
index of RFQs based nn supplier fi lter criteria tQ... create a subset nf entries that 

rriRRt the supplier fil ter criteria and selecting an entry in the index..fi:om ..the subset 

of Rntrifis , including identifying, firom information in the selected index entry, a 
second data s1x)re in which the identified RFQ is stored from one of the plurality 
remotely located data stores; 

using the processor to retrieve the identified RFQ fix)m the second data store; and 

using the processor to generate a reply to the retrieved RFQ by providing information 
requested in an-iiFQie ntpl al e a sso ciated witli the retrieved RFQ. 



2. (Cancelled) 
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3. (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method of claim 1 and further comprising: 

after retrieving the identified RFQ, using the processor to £«pply detailed supplier filter 
criteria to the retrieved RFQ based on a content of the retrieved RFQ. 

4. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim- 3 wherein generating a reply, 
comprises: 

generating a reply to the retrieved RFQ only if it meets the detailed supplier filter criteria. 

5. (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method of claim 1 and further comprising; 

using the processor to transmit the reply to the requester that generated the retrieved RFQ. 

6. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 1 wherein generating the reply 
comprises: 

accessing content of the retrieved RFQ; and 
generating the reply based on the content of the RFQ. 

7. (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method of claim 6 wherein generating the 
reply comprises: 

automatically generating the reply based on the content of the RFQ without human 
interventiori. 

8. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 1 wherein accessing the index, 
comprises: 

accessing the index over a global computer network. 

9. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 1 wherein retrieving the identified 
RFQ, comprises: 

retrieving the identified RFQ fi-om the data store at the requester over a global computer 
network. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method of claim 1 and further 
comprising: 

prior to accessing the index, using the processor to provide suppUer registration information 

to a registration component; and 
using the processor to download a reply engine, the reply engine accessing the index. 

n. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method that solicits a response to a request 
for supplier quotation (RFQ), the RFQ being generated by a processor at a requester and 
including job information indicative of terms for delivery of goods or services from a supplier to 

the requester, the method comprising: 

providing supplier rftgistration inf nmiaiinn fr oTn th e re q].iRSter. to 3 registration component 

anri Hnwmloading an RFQ generstio n engine to the rfiqne.S t. er : 
flftftr the RFQ generation fingine is downloaded to the requester, using the RFO..geaer.atinn 

engine at the rRqnester to enter e n tering -the job information into a predetermined 

RFQ template; 

using the processor to save the RFQ template at a predetermined location in a data store 
local to a computer system at the requester, such that the RFQ template is exposed 
for downloading to a supplier for generation of the response; and 

using the processor to send indexing information related to the RFQ template to an index 
remote from the computer system of the requester when the RFQ template is saved 
at the dsAa. store local to the requester without prompting from the remote index, 
wherein the remote index is accessible by one or more supplier computer systems, 
v\iierein each index entry identifies an RFQ for which the r equesto r -requester 
thereof solicits a response, and wherein the indexing infontnation identifies the data 
store where the RFQ template is stored. 

12. (Cancelled) 



13. (Currently Amended) A mmpntftr implement ed method that solicits a . response tn a rftqi i est 
fnr gnppher gnntatinn (RFQ). thp. R FQ hpiin g ge n e r ated by a processor at a re q ues t er and 
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inchifling jnh information inHirJifivR nf termg for delivery of goods or SCTyicgS frp m a siippli'fir tn 
the reques ter, the method comprisi ng T lie compu t er implemented lu e ll iod of claim 11 1 

entering tha job information into a p redetermined RF O template^ wherein entering the job 
information comprises[[:]] entering requester filter criteria indicative of suppliers 
authorized to reply to the RFQ template; 
using the processor to save the RFO template at a predetermined location in a data store 
local to a mm piite r sy ste m at the requester , such th a t the RFQ tftmplate is exposed 
for downloading to a snpplier for generation of the t^ponseLand 
using the processor to send indexing info rmat i on re l ated to the RFO template t o an index 

at the data stor e local to the requester without prompting fronx .the remote index. 
wherein the remote index is accessible hy one or more supplier computer systems. 
wherein esich index entr y identifies an RFQ for which the requester thereof solicits a 
response^ and wherein the indexing information identifies the data store where the 



14. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method of claim -Hrll wherein sending 
indexing information comprises: 

sending requester filter criteria indicative of suppliers authorized to reply to the RFQ 
template. 

15. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 1 1 and further comprising: 

receiving a reply to the RFQ template from a supplier. 

16. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 15 wherein entering the job 
information comprises: 

entering award criteria indicative of criteria considered in awarding a job corresponding 
to the RFQ to a supplier. 



17. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 16 and further comprising: 
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evaluating the received reply based on the award criteria; and 

suggesting a winning supplier based on the evaluation of the award criteria. 

18. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 17 wherein evaluating comprises: 

weighting the award criteria according to a predetermined weight. 

19. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method that employs a processor to 
maintain an index of requests for supplier quotations (RFQs), each of the RFQs being computer 
generated by a requester and including job information indicative of terms for delivery of goods 
or services from a supplier to the requester, the method comprising: 

using the processor to receive indexing information for each RFQ from the requester 
without prompting from the requester, the indexing information being pro vided by 
an RFQ generator at the requester that generated the RFQ and being indicative of 
the RFQ stored at a requester data store local to a computer system at the 
requester; and 

using the processor to enter an entry in the index in a data store on a computer storage 
media remote from the requester computer system for each RFQ based on the 
index information, the entry being indicative of a category of a corresponding 
RFQ and a location of the corresponding RFQ on the requester data store, the 
index being exposed to access by suppliens. 

20. (Original) The computer implemented method of claim 19 wherein entering an entry 
comprises, for each entry in the index, including filter criteria accessible by the suppliers to 
identify RFQs for reply. 



21-35. (Canceled) 
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36. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 1 1 wherein using the RFQ generation 
engine at the requester to enter the job information comprises: 

entering requester filter criteria indicative of suppliers authorized to reply to the RFQ 

template. 

37. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 1 1 wherein using the processor to send 
indexing information comprises: 

sending requester filter criteria indicative of suppliers authorized to reply to the RFQ 
template. 



